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TAGS: PEPR, FR, SS, AG 

SUB J : FRENCH AMBASSADOR ON MAURITANIA AND THE SAHARA PROBLEM 

REF: RABAT 5347 

1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR JEAN HERLY SHARED HIS THOUGHTS WITH 
ME IN A SEPTEMBER 8 DISCUSSION ON MAURITANIA AND THE 
SAHARA PROBLEM. HE NOTED, AS HAD FRENCH EMBOFF IN 
REFTEL, THAT THE POLISARIO WAS NOW IN DE FACTO CONTROL 

OF THE MAURITANIAN SECTION OF THE SAHARA. THE REAL 
POLISARIO TARGET, SAID HERLY, WAS MAURITANIA ITSELF. 

THE POLISARIO BEGUN TO STEP UP CRITICISM OF THE CMRN, 

WERE ABLE TO MOVE ABOUT THE COUNTRY WITH GREAT EASE 
AND HAD ALREADY BEGUN A PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN AMONG THE 
POPULATION OF THE MAURITANIAN SAHARA AND IN NORTHERN 
MAURITANIA. HERLY'S PREDICTION WAS THAT IT WAS 
LIKELY THAT THE POLISARIO COULD TAKE OVER IN NOUAKCHOTT 
IN TWO YEARS. 

2. THE BIG QUESTION IN HERLY S MIND WAS WHAT MOROCCO'S 
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REACTION WOULD BE TO A MOVE TOWARD A POLISARIO TAKE- 
OVER IN MAURITANIA. HE NOTED THAT MOROCCO'S POSS- 
IBILITIES WERE LIMITED NOT ONLY BY THE ENORMOUS 
DIFFICULTY OF OPERATING IN MAURITANIA BUT ALSO THE 
EXPECTATION THAT SENGHOR AND OTHERS (INCLUDING THE 
FRENCH) WOULD TAKE A DIM VIEW OF ANY MOROCCAN ATTEMPT 
TO FORESTALL A POLISARIO TAKOVER BY MOVING 
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IN THEMSELVES. 

3. HERLY SAID THERE HAD BEEN VERY LITTLE OF SUBSTANCE 
ACCOMPLISHED BETWEEN GUEDIRA AND BOUTEFLIKA AND THERE 
WAS NO SIGN OF A RESUMPTION OF THOSE CONTACTS. THERE 

WAS NO CHANGE IN BOUMEDIENE'S ATTITUDE TOWARD THE SITUATION, 

AND IN HERLY S OPINION NO REASON FOR BOUMEDIENE TO ADOPT 

A MORE CONCILIATORY ATTITUDE TOWARD 

MOROCCO IN VIEW OF THE IMPROVEMENT IN THE POLISARIO'S 

POSITION. HE STRESSED THAT THE FRENCH 

HAD NO INTENTION OF UNDERTAKING A MEDIATION 

ROLE. SINCE THE MOST LIKELY OUTCOME FOR THE FRENCH 

WOULD BE GETTING KNOCKED AROUND BY PARTIES TO THE 

CONFLICT. 

4. HERLY SAID THAT THE MORALE OF MOROCCAN FORCES IN 
THE SAHARA WAS SAGGING. SOME OF THE TROOPS HAD BEEN 
THERE FOR TWO YEARS AND THERE WERE TOO FEW NON-COMS 
AND OFFICERS. THE PRESENT INCIDENT ON THE BORDER 

IN TATA PROVINCE HAD BEEN A SEVERE BLOW, WITH 75 
MOROCCANS KILLED. TWO INVADERS WERE CAPTURED, BUT 
IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT THEY WERE ALGERIANS OR THAT 
ALGERIAN REGULAR TROOPS WERE INVOLVED, DESPITE 
MOROCCAN CLAIMS TO THE CONTRARY. ANDERSON 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, AMBASSADORS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978RABAT05537 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780369-0606 
Format: TEL 
From: RABAT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 9780981 /aaaacpfz. tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 7499e852-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 RABAT 5347 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1484836 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH AMBASSADOR ON MAURITANIA AND THE SAHARA PROBLEM 
TAGS: PEPR, FR, SS, AG, (HERLY, JEAN), (ANDERSON, ROBERT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7499e852-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



